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Darija in Essaouira: 30 phrases for everyday life

Your first conversations

Darija is Moroccan Arabic used in everyday life. Start by listening, then reuse one short phrase. Latin
spelling is only a reading guide: it varies between speakers and does not replace listening.

Listen to these sounds with a speaker .z and 7 represents ¢ In the reading guide, 3 represents
.rather than reading the digits as numbers

Darija Reading guide Meaning
oSade arlull s-slam 3likum Hello / peace be upon you
Al @Suleg wa 3likum s-slam Reply to the greeting
Suub labas? How are you?
al) 3esdl (b3 labas, I-hamdullah Fine, thank God
Seliouw giud shnu smitk? What is your name?
BV smiti... My name is...
Oudyinie  Mtsherrfin Pleased to meet you
sJle 3afak Please
RS shukran Thank you
doduw bslama Goodbye

Greet the other person first, then let them reply. A greeting and a well-timed thank you are already a
useful start.
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At a café or shop

Point to what you need if you lack the vocabulary. Confirm the price or order before finishing the

conversation.
Darija Reading guide
SJlsle ,‘:;l_','i cus  bghitatay, 3afak
le 8ggd sy bghit ghwa, 3afak
le (Lol Cus bghit I-ma, 3afak
le HSuw W bla skkar, 3afak
Shly Jbwis sh7al hada?
§§3Lm Jbus sh7al hadi?

JBle (Ol I-7sab, 3afak

lblg  wakha
ol ah
3 la

Your turn

Meaning

| would like tea, please

| would like coffee, please

| would like water, please

Without sugar, please

How much is this? [masculine]

How much is this? [feminine]

The bill, please

Okay

Yes

No

Choose a drink and make a polite order. Change the drink and try again.
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Finding your way and asking for help

Darija
SOUl s ad
SBoadl (RS a8
e
Ble (dyguiny dygus
Jble agle
Jble (sa9le
Lixiogd Lo

W e

Reading guide

fin kayn I-bab?

fin kayn s-suq?

limn

lisr

nishan

shwiya b-shwiya, 3afak

3awed, 3afak

3awdi, 3afak

ma fhemtsh

sme7 liya

Meaning

Where is the door?

Where is the market?

Right

Left

Straight ahead

Slowly, please

Repeat, please [to a man]

Repeat, please [to a woman]

| did not understand

Excuse me / sorry [to a man]

The directions are language examples, not a verified medina route. Check your destination with the person
helping you and ask again if you are unsure.

What will you need tomorrow?

Choose two workbook phrases to reuse tomorrow: a café request and a question about a place. Write

them, then say them aloud.
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Three conversations to practise

Situation Darija exchange

Greeting A: Salam 3likom.
B: Wa 3likom salam.
A: Labas?
B: Labas, lIhamdullah.

Ordering A: Bghit atay, 3afak.
B: B s-sukkar?
A: Bla sukkar, 3afak.
B: Wakha.

Checking a direction A: Fin kayn |-bab, 3afak?
B: Sir nishan.
A: Nishan?
B: lyeh, nishan.

In these examples, “Wakha” means okay, “lyeh” means yes, “I-bab” means the door and "B s-sukkar?”
means with sugar? Pronunciation can vary.

Your first exchange

Write a four-line exchange: greet, ask for something, confirm it and say thank you. Read it with another
person.

There is no single correct answer. Check that your request is understandable and that the phrases fit the
situation. Ask a Darija speaker to help with pronunciation.

Explore the course and request a place
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